Citation

gljktkaﬂ New York State is proud of its leadership in envi 1 ion and preservation and of its d d i ibl i 1
practices among our people and communities, therefore, we take this opportunity to mark the significant milestone of the 25t Anniversary of the New York State Recyc]mg Law, whxch became
effective on September 1, 1992, requiring all municipalities within New York State to adopt a local law or ordi dating the source sep and segreg: of recy or

materials from solid waste; and

whereaﬂ, New York’ States municipal recycling program is one of the most prehensive and ful programs in the nation and, for the past 25 years, has greatly improved
waste management in the state by diverting over 320 million tons of recyclable materials from the waste stream; and

%bm‘eaﬁ , this program has also resulted in drastic reducti of g k gas emissi liminating one billion metric tons of CO2 from the atmosphere, and thereby helping
to combat climate change; and

wberws over the past quarter century, a network of organizations has been developed to support and advance New York State’s ful waste reduction and iati
including: the New York State Association of Reduction, Reuse and Recycling (NYSAR3), the New York State Association for Solid Waste Management (NYSASWM), and the New York Chapter
of the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) — which together form the Federation of New York Solid Waste Associations — and the New York State Pollution P:
(P2I); and

wbzreaﬂ New York State has invested over $155 million in grant funding through the Envi 1 P i Fund to support icipal ling inf: recycling

r e S
di and h hold h d waste g and this funding will i to assist icipalities in maintai and expanding their waste reduction, reuse, and recycling
programs; and

%heteas, in addition to on the icipal level, New York State agencies have achieved signifi waste reducti ycling, and organic materials di through
State p and inability inve which have Ited in a 51% di in the q ity of solid Waste d across all agencies; and
%bereaﬁ, each year, the New York State Returnable Container Act, or “Bottle Bill,” helps to recycle over four and a half billion plastic, glass, and alumi b g

totaling over 300,000 tons, and eliminating approximately 200,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions; and

ghel‘eas, New York State is home to some of the most modern and sophisticated recycling programs and facilities in the world which support the State’s vital recycling and reuse
industry and thousands of jobs across the State; and

%I)Bre&ﬂ New York State will contmue to work with local gover busi and i 1 stakeholders to

organic materials d ion and p dship p

d

. e
P and waste reuse, recycling,

and

wbeteas New York State will connnue to work with local planning units to develop a network of local solid waste management plans across the State that will incorporate the

progresswe elemen(s of solid waste 1 and priorities are carefully considered to assure limited resources are spent wisely on proj that blisk ional, lasting
for lly-sound solid waste management at the local level; and
whkttaﬁ New York State has adopted a materials policy app h of ded prod ponsibility (EPR) and has adopted product stewardship laws that require

ble b b1

the take-back of electronic waste, and ining ther and i to explore adding EPR for other p

q wastes and products, and

%bn‘t&ﬂ, as a result of the New York State Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act, more than 520 million pounds of electronic waste has been collected from consumers
across the state for recycling or reuse and diverted from landfills and waste combustion facilities; and

gbm‘eaﬁ New York State will continue to promote and focus on the diversion of i ial fmm the waste stream to Iun.her reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and will

develop a p prog; to reduce the qmmmy of food and food scraps dlsposed in the State by ',, ificantl ing food d i imp g the donation and recycling infrastructure,
ing ed ion and h efforts and g the develop of new or imp: g ling faci]iﬁes, and

%bu‘eaﬂ, New York State will continue to lead the country by ple through the adoption of revisions and upd to our solid waste regulations and their proper implementation,

ever mindful that the actions we take today will ensure a better world for future generations;

,ﬁﬂm, @betl&fﬂre, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby issue this Special Citation recognizing September 1, 2017 as

THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW YORK STATE RECYCLING LAW

reaffirming our State’s support of policies, prog: and initiatives that emphasize waste reduction and pollution p ion so as to foster a more sustainable society.

Gobernor
September 1, 2017




