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No. 202.20

Continuing Temporary Suspension and Modification of Laws
Relating to the Disaster Emergency ‘

WHEREAS, on March 7, 2020, I issued Executive Order Number 202, declaring a State disaster
emergency for the entire State of New York; and

WHEREAS, both travel-related cases and community contact transmission of COVID-19 have
been docurnented in New York State and are expected to be continue;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of the State of New York, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by Section 29-a of Article 2-B of the Executive Law to temporarily suspend or
modify any statute, local law, ordinance, order, rule, or regulation, or parts thereof, of any agency during a
State disaster emergency, if compliance with such statute, local law, ordinance, order, rule, or regulation
would prevent, hinder, or delay action necessary to cope with the disaster emergency or if necessary to
assist or aid in coping with such disaster, I hereby temporarily suspend or modify, for the peried from the
date of this Executive Order through May 18, 2020 the following:

* Section 13 of the Domestic Relations Law, to the extent necessary to permit those persons to
whom marriage licenses were issued but shall expire within the period of time that New York
State residents are to maintain distance between each other, to waive the 60 days required to
obtain a marriage license during the period of time that there exists a declared emergency in
New York State; and ‘

e Section 15 of the Domestic Relations Law, to the extent necessary to permit those persons who
were unable to marry within the time frame issued on the marriage license, waive the fees
necessary to obtain a second marriage license, if necessary, mirroring the original marriage
license that was obtained during the period of time a declared emergency existed in New York
State.

IN ADDITION, by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 29-a of Article 2-B of the
Executive Law to issue any directive during a disaster emergency necessary to cope with the disaster, I
hereby issue the following directives for the period from the date of this Executive Order through May 18,
2020:



¢ Any issuance of a marriage license application, martiage license, or witnessing or solemnizing of
the marriage ceremony, that is required under New York State law is authorized to be performed
utilizing audio-video technology provided that the following conditions are met: The couple seeking
the marriage services, must present valid photo ID to verify identity whenever required by law the
during the video conference, not merely transmit it prior to or after; the video conference must
allow for direct interaction between the couple and the town or city clerk, the witness or the person
to solemnize the marriage (e.g. no pre-recorded videos of the person signing or engaged in the
marriage ceremony); the couple must affirmatively represent that he or she is physically situated in
the jurisdiction where the marriage is legally allowed to occur, within the State of New York; the
couple must transmit by fax or electronic means a legible copy of the signed document directly to
the town or city clerk, the witnesses, the person to solemnize the marriage on the same date it was
signed; the town or city clerk, witness or persorn who solemnizes the marriage may sign the
transmitted copy of the document and transmit the same back to the person responsible for the
document by law; to the extent practicable, all parties will use their best efforts to ensure the
document is fransmitted in the most confidential manner and information will not be released to any
third party not associated with the marriage license and marriage ceremony; and the electronic
signed copy of the marriage license application or marriage license will become the official
document for purposes of Domestic Relations Law. Local town and city clerks may provide

guidance related to how marriage licensure applications and issuance will be implemented in their
Jjurisdictions.

GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of the
State in the City of Albany this
eighteenth day of April in the year

two thousand twenty.

BY THE GOVERNOR

Mo

Secretary to the Governor



