STATE OF NEW YORK

August 7, 2020

Dear Senators Schumer and Gillibrand and Members of the New York State Congressional
Delegation:

~ As you consider the final passage of legislation that addresses the COVID crisis and its
effects on our state and nation, we ask for your consideration of the following:

The process of constructing the New York State Budget this year was unprecedented. It
was adopted while our economy was in shutdown, and at a time where state and local revenues
went into a free fall. Amounts provided in the enacted budget were effectively made contingent
upon the receipt of supplemental federal aid.

Since enactment of the state budget, and with your assistance under previous aid
packages, the State of New York has established itself as a national leader in demonstrating that
the trajectory of this virus may only be changed when the people work as one. The actions you
take in the coming days to address many needs of the pandemic can serve to bolster these efforts
while transitioning our state to the next and necessary phase of economic recovery.

As you consider legislation to provide financial relief to states and local governments, be
advised that the minimum needed for the State of New York to cover its operating deficit while
simultaneously promoting public health and safety is $30 billion over a period of two years.
Failure to provide these essential funds would leave our state and every one of its communities in
a precarious financial position.

The MTA remains the heartbeat of the New York State economy, and this public health
crisis has impacted its finances dramatically, with the MTA recently posting a $12 billion deficit.
Your timely assistance through the CARES Act was vital to get the MTA poised to reopen
safely, but additional assistance is necessary to sustain its daily operations at a level sufficient to
meet the needs of the greater metropolitan area, and indeed to secure its presence as an economic
engine in communities in every corner of the state.

Likewise, the Port Authority, whose revenues are derived from transportation facility
fees, has suffered greatly over this period as their receipts have been curtailed. The Port
Authority’s capital plan is in need of $3 billion to continue improvements undertaken at John F.
Kennedy and L.aGuardia airports — the centerpieces of New York’s resurgence — to ensure New
Yorkers have access to state-of-the-art transit facilities.



As you know, the costs of this public health crisis are compounded by dramatic losses
suffered by the state and its taxpayers by enactment of federal SALT reforms. It is essential that
a full restoration of the SALT deduction — as envisioned in the HEROES Act — succeed in Senate
deliberations and be included in final passage.

Over the past several months, we have been assured through the many steps of the
legislative process that state and local needs would be addressed in subsequent legislation. As it
appears as we have now reached the end of that road, it is essential that we receive this assistance
without further delay.

We thank you very much for your efforts on behalf of New Yorkers throughout the
pandemic and look forward to favorable resolution of the above matters to maintain the health,
safety and economic vitality of the State of New York. -

Siﬁcerely, .
4 - ?
ANDREW M. CUOMO ANDREA STEWART-COUSINS CARL E. HEASTIE

Governor Majority Leader, NYS Senate Speaker, NYS Assembly



