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Proclamation

¥Ihereas, New York State is committed to fighting all forms of crime and providing services and support to those
impacted—from survivors of gender-based violence and sexual assault to individuals and families whose lives have been altered by
gun violence—with the goal of ensuring they are shown dignity, respect, and compassion in the aftermath of a crime; and

¥hereas, our state has long been a leader in the victims' rights movement, with the New York State Office of Victim
Setvices (OVS) playing a key role in this work, providing a critical safety net for people impacted by crimes, and their families, since
1966; and

%bereas, victims of crime often face psychological, social, legal, and cultural obstacles that prevent them from seeking
the assistance needed to recover; in 2025, OVS provided mote than $19.3 million to individuals and family members to help pay for
medical bills, counseling, and moving expenses, along with reimbursements to medical providers for the cost of forensic sexual
assault exams that assist in investigations and ensure privacy for survivors; and

Bhereas, ovs currently supports and funds more than 250 Victim Assistance Programs providing free and confidential
services to victims and survivots, such as ctisis counseling, case management, advocacy, support groups, and civil legal assistance;
and ensuring access to help for traditionally underserved populations; and

Bhereas, New York State—recognizing the need for expanded access to OVS services and assistance for victims and
survivors—enacted the Fair Access to Victims Compensation Act to reduce bartiers to compensation, and established the Mass
Violence Response Council to foster a collaborative, trauma-informed and victim-centered support system for individuals and
communities impacted by these events; and

¥hereas, OVS last year alone offered more than two dozen professional development and technical assistance trainings
attended by nearly 4,000 staff members from Victim Assistance Programs statewide, allowing them to enhance their skills and
providing critical self-care and support to professionals who have dedicated their careers to this rewarding and challenging work;
and

%bereas, our state’s unwavering commitment to ensure that victims and survivors can access the services wherever and
whenever they need them, and its firm resolve to hold individuals accountable for their crimes, is embodied in this year’s National

Crime Victims’ Rights Week theme of “Listen. Act. Advocate. Protect Victims, Serve Communities.”;

Hotw, Therefore, 1, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do heteby proclaim April 19 - 25, 2026, as

CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK

in the Empire State.

@iben  undermy hand and the Privy Seal of the State

at the Capitol in the City of Albany this seventeenth day

of April in the year two thousand twenty-six.
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Secretary to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh



