Proclamation

%bereaz, New Yotk State is committed to combating teen dating violence and all other forms of gender-based violence that threaten our
youth, society, and state; and

%bereag, teen dating violence can involve physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, economic, technological, or other abusive behavior, including
harassment via texting, emailing, direct messaging, or posting on social media; and

WIJBreas, one in five female high school students and one in 10 male high school students have been victims of physical and/or sexual
dating violence in the last 12 months; among LGBTQ+ youth who are victimized 43 percent report physical abuse, 59 percent report emotional

abuse, 37 percent report technology abuse, and 23 percent teport sexual coercion; and 70 percent of adults who identify as female and 60 percent
who identify as male report their first experience of dating violence occurred before the age of 18; and

%bereas, one in six victims of sextortion report that they were 12 ot younger the first time it happened, and one in 17 teens report they have
been the target of someone using technology to create deepfake nude images of them; and

%bereas, the widespread use of electronic devices, social media, and other forms of digital communication can lead to violations of an
individual’s privacy through easy access to personal information, and 27 percent of teenagers report that they have had a partner track them by using

social media; and

%bzre&s, teens spend about five hours a day on social media, which can be harmful to their mental health and increases their likelihood of
being subjected to technology-facilitated abuse; and

%bereaz, New York State recognizes the unique challenges of growing up in the digital age and is a leader in improving online safety and
mental health for teens, including implementing statewide bell-to-bell restrictions on mobile devices to ensure distraction-free schools; and

%I)Breag, as part of the Fiscal Year 2027 Executive Budget, Governor Hochul proposes additional online protections, including expanded
age verification on media platforms, increased default privacy settings, disabling chatbot features, and stronger parental controls; and

wberkag, the New York State Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence’s Powetr Down Speak Up public awareness campaign educates
teens, parents, educators, and law enforcement on the warning signs and dangers of all types of technology-facilitated abuse; and

wberwz, it is critical to ensure the safety, well-being, and growth of youth into responsible adults; parents, teachers, and other individuals
in their lives can guide teenagers through their formative years by listening to them and looking for any signs of depression, anxiety, ot emotional

distress that may indicate violence or abuse—and work to build strong foundations of respect, civility, trust, and kindness in our youth;

,ﬁﬂm, TEI)BI‘BfDI‘B, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim February 2026 as

TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

in the Empire State.

Given under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State

at the Capitol in the City of Albany this thirtieth day

of January in the year two thousand twenty-six.

M\F Governor
Secretary to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh



