Proclamation

%bereaﬂ, New York State takes great pride in the varied religious and cultural traditions of our residents and continually
encourages the people of New York to take the opportunity to better appreciate, recognize, and understand the rich cultures,
histories, and principles of Muslim Americans; and

Ebereaﬂ, Muslims—the second largest religious group in the world with an estimated 2 billion adherents, representing
around 25 percent of the world’s population—have made significant contributions to society throughout history, including in the
arts, sciences, mathematics, technology, literature, music, medicine, and philosophy; and

¥hereas, there are approximately 3.45 million Muslims who live in the United States, with close to approximately 1,000,000
currently residing in New York; representing the latgest Muslim American population in the nation, our state is uniquely fortunate
to benefit from their advocacy, civic engagement, humanitarianism, charity, culture, and business; and

Ebereas, this diverse populace includes descendants of Muslims who have lived in the United States’ geographical area
since before its founding, arriving in America as eatly explorers and enslaved Africans, as well as recent immigrants from many
nations across the globe; and

EBBI‘B&B, the Muslim community includes individuals of all races, ethnicities, and cultures, and as such, New York
remains committed to being a beacon of hope, tolerance, and inclusivity that celebrates the diversity of its communities and protects
them from Islamophobia, hate, bias, and harm; and

¥hereas, today, Muslim Americans have a significant impact on our political landscape, cutrently holding many elected
offices and public roles and serving at all levels of government in our state and nation, and we are committed to ensuring that New
York State’s leadership reflects the diversity of our communities; and

¥hereas, New York recognizes the positive impact that Muslims have made—and continue to make—to the
advancement of our state and the nation as a whole; as such, we are proud to join in this month-long celebration and extend gratitude
to our Muslim communities for their contributions;

,ﬁﬂm, 'Qﬂljzretnre, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim January 2026 as

MUSLIM AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

in the Empire State.

Given under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this second day

of January in the year two thousand twenty-six.
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