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Proclamation

%bereaz, New Yorkers understand the responsibilities that come with operating a motor vehicle and the critical
importance of obeying all laws and rules of safety when dtiving on the roadways; our state recognizes the dangers and vulnerabilities
encountered by those engaged in many essential areas of work that take them to the highways, exposing them to risks in high speed,
high volume areas of traffic; and

%hereaﬁ, facing such risks daily is the community of first responders who artive at the scene of a vehicle crash to provide
emergency services, protecting life and property in extremely dangerous conditions on roadways twenty-four houts a day, seven
days a week; and

%bereaz, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports that, in 2024, there were 39,345 traffic-related
fatalities in the United States, including 46 crash responders who were killed while carrying out their public safety duties; and

¥hereas, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, for the same year, New York State had 1,105
traffic-related fatalities, including one crash responder; and

%IJBI’B&B, New York State has a goal of zero fatalities on its roadways, and is committed to safe and effective traffic incident
response and management through communication, coordination, and cooperation with private and public partners, with the
common target of reducing incident duration, reducing traffic impacts, and providing safe conditions for all roadway usets and
responders; and

%bereas, New York State has further worked to achieve this goal through continued public awateness and legislation
such as "Move Over" laws requiring that, when on multi-lane roads, motorists drive with care, slow down, and safely move over
one lane, if possible, when approaching vehicles stopped along the road; and

Bhereas, the Federal Highway Administration initiated Crash Responder Safety Week in 2016, and each year it is
commemorated in November; today, this observance serves as a reminder to state and local departments of transportation, public
safety, and public works, along with municipal governments, law enforcement, fire, towing and recovery, highway maintenance,
safety service patrols, and individual responders, of the continued need to educate the public and bring attention to responder safety,
and to promote effective traffic incident management strategies and training for first responders; and

¥hereas, New York State joins with the families, friends, and colleagues of those who have lost their lives while
responding to crashes and other roadway incidents by supporting all efforts to prevent the "next one' and by reminding all motor

vehicle drivers to remain vigilant and cautious when approaching a crash response or traffic incident site on roads and highways;

ﬁﬂm, Oﬂberefnre, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim November 17-21, 2025, as

CRASH RESPONDER SAFETY WEEK

in the Empire State.

@Biben  under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this seventeenth day

of November in the year two thousand twenty-five.

et Helet_

Gobernor

Secretary to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh



