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Proclamation

¥hereas, New York State is deeply invested in the safety and well-being of its residents and as such takes every effort to secutre widespread
safety from interpersonal abuse; despite this, domestic violence impacts 90,000 of New Yorkers each year without regard to age, race, gender identity,
sexual identity, political affiliation, economic standing, or immigration status; and

%bereaﬁ, approximately one in three women and one in four men teport having expetienced severe physical violence by an intimate
partner; African Ametican women experience intimate partner violence at a tate 2.5 times higher than that of other races; LGBTQ+ people are also
at an increased rate of domestic violence, with those in same-sex telationships being impacted between 25% and 33% and transgender individuals
being impacted at 54%; and

%bereaﬁ , according to the National Network to End Domestic Violence, 97% of domestic violence cases include technology-facilitated
abuse; studies show technology-facilitated abuse is 2 common tactic in teen dating violence, and seven out of ten young people report having
expetrienced it; and

¥hereas, New York State is dedicated to protecting all sutvivors of domestic and gender-based violence by creating trauma-informed and
culturally-responsive support systems; outr state is the only one in the nation to have a Cabinet-level executive staff agency centered addressing and
eradicating these forms of violence; and

¥hereas, we lead the way in implementing innovative policies and programs to safeguard communities from abuse, including Executive
Otder No. 17, which was enacted in 2022 and required all state agencies to implement a policy on gender-based violence in the workplace; as directed
by this otder, over 400 state employees have trained to become Domestic Violence Agency liaisons; and

¥hereas, our network of domestic violence programs provides a range of essential services for survivors, including the provision of non-
residential services to over 44,000 adults and children, and residential setvices to toughly 10,100 adults and childten each year; this year, the Office
for the Prevention of Domestic Violence launched the "Power Down, Speak Up" campaign to combat technology-facilitated abuse and encourage
healthy interpersonal relationships; and
¥Pereas, the 2026 fiscal year state budget includes several investments to strengthen public safety and support domestic violence survivots,
including discovery law reforms to hold offenders accountable as well as incteased funding for both the Empire State Supportive Housing Initiative
and the Survivors Access Financial Empowerment program; the budget also broadens accessibility for temporary assistance for survivors by
removing credibility assessments for domestic violence claims; and |
¥Pereas, we stand firm in our commitment to protect and empower those affected by domestic and gender-based violence and to combat
all forms of abuse; we take this opportunity to acknowledge all sutvivots with the first ever "Purple on the Plaza" ceremony this sixth day of October,

2025;

ﬁﬂm, Z!Eberefnre, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim October 2025 as

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

in the Empire State.

under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this first day

of October in the year two thousand twenty-five.
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Governor

Secretary to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh



