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Proclamation

EI)BI‘B&B, New York State recognizes that our emotional, mental, and psychological well-being is a critical part of our overall health, and is
committed to advancing a public health approach that consistently aims to save lives and reduce the trauma impact of suicide on individuals, families,
and communities; and

%bereag, suicide claims the lives of approximately 1,700 New Yorkets and 50,000 individuals nationwide each year and, while New Yotk State
has one of the lowest suicide rates in the country, there are new challenges and circumstances that affect the mental health of people of all ages; and

%hefeag, these efforts are advanced primarily through the wotk of the New Yotk State Office of Mental Health and its Suicide Prevention
Center—the State’s leading entity in suicide prevention that promotes, coordinates, and strategically advances suicide prevention across New York State
with the goal of reducing suicide attempts and deaths; and

%I)Breas, with the importance of early intervention for suicide prevention, our administration reconvened the Suicide Prevention Task Force,
established in partnership with the Suicide Prevention Center, with a renewed focus on helping at-risk populations—such as communities of color—
disproportionally impacted by suicide or suicidal ideation, and eliminating the stigma associated with seeking support; and

%bBl‘Bag, suicide is a tragic event that affects families, friends, cowotkers, and communities, leaving a lasting impact on those left behind;
significant risk factots for suicide include mental health conditions, substance abuse, trauma, social isolation, and loneliness; and

%bereas, it is ctucial to make mental health services accessible to people and to foster a culture of understanding and compassion for those
with mental health challenges, and many otganizations, communities, and individuals across New York State provide suppottive and educational
resoutces for suicide prevention; and

%b?l‘eag, a major component to accessible mental health services and support is the availability of the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline, which is
a three-digit number that provides free and confidential support to those in distress; in 2024, the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline routed more than 432,049
calls directly to New York State 988 Crisis Contact Centers, and 43,141 former setvice members were directly connected to the Veteran’s Crisis Line; and

%bereas, September is recognized nationally as Suicide Prevention Month, dedicated to promoting awareness, education, and action to
prevent suicide; during this month, we honor the lives lost to suicide, support the sutvivors of suicide loss, and reinforce outr commitment to mental
health and wellness for all;

ﬁﬂm, thrBfﬂrB, I, Kathy Hochul, Governot of the State of New Yotk, do hereby proclaim the month of September 2025 as

SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH

in the Empire State.

Given under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this twenty-seventh day

of August in the year two thousand twenty-five.
Gobernor

Secretary to the Governor
Katen Persichilli Keogh



