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GOVERNOR

February 18, 2025

Honorable Jeff Landry
Governor of Louisiana
Executive Counsel's Office
State Capitol

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804

Re: Rendition request for [N

I o (1 State of Louisiana

Dear Governor Landry:

I have received your rendition request regarding ||| GGG o stands
charged in the Eighteenth Judicial District of the State of Louisiana with Criminal Abortion by
Means of Abortion-Inducing Drugs, allegedly committed on or about April 5, 2024, for delivering,
dispensing, distributing, or providing a pregnant individual with an abortion-inducing drug.

New York does not recognize this request. Under New York Criminal Procedure Law
§ 570.17, which I signed into law, the activity ascribed to ||| iiljin the request constitutes
legally protected health activity. As Governor, I am prohibited under this law from recognizing
any demand from another state for the extradition of a person subject to criminal liability based on
any legally protected health activity performed in New York unless (a) the executive authority of
the demanding state alleges in writing that the accused was “physically present” in the demanding
state at the time of the commission of the alleged crime, and that thereafter such person fled from
the demanding state, or (b) federal law requires the extradition. Your request does not allege that
dwas physically present in Louisiana at the time of the commission of the alleged
crime. For that reason, recognition of your request is also not required by federal law.

Moreover, based on publicly available information, it is my belief that allegations sufficient
to mandate extradition could not be made in good faith. Speaking about this case, the District
Attorney for the Eighteenth Judicial District of the State of Louisiana, Tony Clayton, has stated
that “abortions are illegal in this state and to ship a pill from another state” is criminal under
Louisiana law. Mr. Clayton further stated that |||l nceds to answer a warrant and come
before twelve people in this parish, in this state, and explain to them that it is okay to ship this pill
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down here and to cause” an abortion.! Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill conveyed a similar
message on Twitter, now known as X, stating that “[i]t is illegal to send abortion pills into this
State[.]”? In addition, you have publicly said that the pregnant minor’s mother “conspired with a
New York doctor to get an abortion pill in the mail.” In light of these public statements and the
information contained in your request, it is apparent that ||| i} »as not physically present
in Louisiana at the time of the alleged conduct, and consequently could not have fled from
Louisiana to New York. I therefore have no authority to recognize this request.

Based on the same information, New York’s discretionary extradition law is also
inapplicable here. In the ordinary course, under New York Criminal Procedure Law § 570.16
(which incorporates provisions of the Uniform Criminal Extradition Act), the Governor “may”
surrender a non-fugitive on the demand of the executive authority of another state—but only when
(among other things) the acts for which the extradition is sought would be punishable by the laws
of this state. Here, not only would the alleged activity ascribed to *not constitute a
crime under the laws of New York State, it would in fact amount to activity protected by New
York’s constitution as well as other statutory provisions. See N.Y.S. Const. Art 1. §11;
Reproductive Health Act, Ch. 1, 2019 N.Y. Laws adding Pub. Health L. Article 25-A § 2599-aa
and amending and repealing various laws; Ch. 138, 2023 N.Y. Laws amending CPL §§ 140.10 &
570.17; Exec. Law § 837-x; CPLR §§ 3119, 3102 & 4550; Ins. L. § 3436-a, and Educ. L. § 6531-
b. Therefore, I do not have discretion under § 570.16 to grant this request.

As I have said before, New York State is steadfast in ensuring that no medical
practitioners are penalized for providing reproductive health care as permitted by our state’s
laws. In accordance with the laws of this state, I do not recognize this request.

Sincerely,

" WAFB, La. grand jury indicts N.Y. doctor who prescribed abortion pill local teen took, YouTube (Jan.
31, 2025), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mRSZ12iwvU.

?(Jan. 31, 2025, 1:47 PM), Twitter, https://x.com/AGLizMurrill/status/1885399513268916335.
3 Office of Gov. Jeff Landry, Governor Jeff Landry Signs Extradition Warrant for New York Doctor,
Gov.Louisiana.gov (Feb. 13, 2025), https:/gov.louisiana.gov/news/4764.






