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Proclamation

¥hereas, New York State is home to many Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities and we join in
commemorating their most significant holiday rooted in ancient history and tradition, as we welcome the arrival of Lunar New Year
4723 and share in festivities and celebrations to matrk this joyous occasion; and

¥hereas, our AAPI communities contribute significantly to Ametrican society and we recognize it is important that their
ancestral heritage is passed down to younger generations; in 2023, I proudly signed legislation that designates Lunar New Year as
an official school holiday across New York State, providing a meaningful opportunity for children in the AAPI community to
participate an event that is such an inherent part of their culture, and to share with others one of the most beautiful holidays
celebrated worldwide; and

wljtfﬂlﬂ, each year of the lunar calendar is represented by one of 12 zodiac animal signs along the sun’s path through the
universe; 2025 is the “Year of the Snake” — the sixth sign of the zodiac that symbolizes renewal and change, and represents the
qualities of wisdom, calmness, determination, adaptability, mystery, and transformation; and

¥hereas, dating back thousands of years, the Lunar New Year is founded in the rite of spring and the agricultural cycle
of ploughing and planting new crops, as it marks the period of time when farmers could take a rest from their work in the fields to
be with their families; and

wbtrtﬁﬁ, the Lunar New Year begins with the new moon on the first day of the first lunar month, this year on January
29th, and celebratory events are held for the next fifteen days, ending with the full moon on February 12th; and

EDBI‘BE{E, today, individuals, families, and communities around the world celebrate the Lunar New Year with joyful feasts
of food and dance, brightly colored decorations, exchanges of gifts, tributes to celestial deities, and special expressions of
remembrance and respect for ancestors who have bestowed these cherished traditions for generations to follow; and

¥hereas, New Yorkers look forward to expetiencing one of the most beautiful aspects of AAPI culture by sharing in the
celebration of Lunar New Year 4723 and find great hope in its promise of good health and prosperity for all;

,ﬁﬂﬂl, ’dﬂberefure, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim January 29, 2025 as

LUNAR NEW YEAR DAY

in the Empire State.

@iben under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this twenty-second

day of January in the year two thousand twenty-five.
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Secretary to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh



