STATE OF NEW YORK

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

ALBANY 12224

KATHY HOCHUL

GOVERMNOR

January 11, 2024

Honorable Michael L. Connor, Assistant Secretary
Department of the Army

Office of the Assistant Secretary, Civil Works

108 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0108
(michael.l.connorl0.civ@army.mil)

Re: Requested Repair of Fire Island and Related Damage Pursuant to P.L. 84-99

Assistant Secretary Connor:

[ write to respectfully and urgently request that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) expedite its review of New York’s December 1, 2023, request for the repair of badly
damaged Army Corps coastal resiliency projects. These much-needed resiliency projects were
put in place following Superstorm Sandy in 2012 and have been highly effective over the past
decade. However, in an era of more frequent extreme weather driven by climate change and
increased damage and risk to coastal communities, additional resources and aid are necessary.

As the formal non-federal sponsor of numerous USACE Coastal Storm Risk
Management Projects, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
submitted the attached detailed request for rehabilitation assistance pursuant to P.L. 84-99 in
connection with excessive damage caused by Hurricane Lee and Tropical Storm Ophelia in
September 2023 to three USACE Coastal Storm Risk Management Projects:

o Fire Island Inlet to Moriches Inlet (FIMI)
o West of Shinnecock Inlet (WOSI)
e Fire Island Inlet and Shores Westerly (FISW)

FIMI, WOSI, and FISW were all constructed by USACE in partnership with DEC. The
projects were successful in preventing significant damage from Lee and Opbhelia to the homes
and infrastructure the projects were designed and built to protect. However, the projects were
severely damaged during these storms, leaving these projects vulnerable and susceptible to
catastrophic failure in the event of another major storm before repairs are made. Hurricane Lee
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severely impacted the South Shore of Long Island from Sept. 15 to 16. Tropical Storm Ophelia
had a longer duration from Sept. 22 to 26. On Sept. 22, the National Weather Service reported
surf heights of 6 to 10 feet with east north-east winds up to 40 miles per hour.

Recent severe weather, especially storms on January 9 and 10, 2024, worsened the
already high-risk situation, further jeopardizing the referenced USACE projects and resulting in
homes being affected by wave action and widespread ocean over-wash. Indeed, at a number of
locations the protective beach-dune complex installed by USACE is simply gone, New York
State agencies are actively analyzing these impacts to determine if another P.L. 84-99 request is
necessary to address the recent storm damage to USACE projects in the area.

Therefore, please expedite the review of the December 1 request.

Please stand ready to accept an additional request following recent storms if the damage
is determined to meet the requirements. The coastal flooding on January 9 and 10, 2024 led to
additional coastal erosion of significant concern — primarily within Suffolk County. I am
notifying you today that DEC is coordinating with Suffolk County Executive Ed Romaine to
evaluate the damage and if warranted, will be submitting an additional request for aid in response
to this most recent storm. The January 9 storm compounded many of the issues that arose
following Hurricane Lee and Tropical Storm Ophelia, and additional aid will be necessary.

Thank you for your attention to this matter of critical concern.

R SincerelyM

athy Hochul
nor

ce: Commander Lloyd, North Atlantic Division|
Commander Young, New York District

Attachment




