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EXECUTIVE ORDER 

Declaring a Statewide Disaster Emergency Due to Healthcare Staffmg Shortages 
in the State of New York 

WHEREAS, the current staffing shortages in hospital and other healthcare facilities are. expected to impact 
availability of care, threatening public health and safety; 

WHEREAS, severe understaffing in hospitals and other healthcare facilities is expected to effect the ability 
to provide critical care and to adequately serve vulilerable populations; 

WHEREAS, there is an immediate and critical need to supplement staffing to assure healthcare facilities can 
provide care; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and the Laws of the State ofNew York, do hereby find, pursuant to Section 28 of 
Article 2-B of the Executive Law,.that a disaster is imminent in New York State, for which the affected local 
governments are unable to respond adequately, and I do hereby declare a Statewide disaster emergency for the entire 
State of New York. This Executive Order shall be in effect for thirty days froin the date of this Executive Order; and 

FURTHER, pursuant to Section 29 of Article 2-B of the Executive Law, I direct the implementation of the 
State Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and authorize necessary State agencies to take appropriate 
action to assist local governments and individuals in the protection of public health, welfare, and safety. 

IN ADDITION, by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 29-a of Article 2-B of the Executive Law 
to temporarily suspend or modify any statute, local law, ordinance, order, rule, or regulation, or parts thereof, of any 
agency during a State disaster emergency, if compliance with such statute, local law, ordinance, order, rule, or 
regulation would prevent, hinder, or delay action necessary to cope with the disaster emergency, I hereby 
temporarily suspend or modify, for the period from the date of this Executive Order through October 27, 2021 the 
following: 

• Sections 6512 through 6516, and 6524 of the Education Law and Part 60 ofTitle 8 of the NYCRR to the extent
necessary to allow physicians licensed and in current good standing in any state in the United States to practice
medicine in New York State without civil or criminal penalty related to lack of licensure, and to allow
physicians licensed and in current good standing in any province or territory of Canada, or any other country
as approved by the Department of Health to practice medicine in New York State without civil or criminal
penalty related to lack of Ii censure;

• Section 6502 of the Education Law and Section 59.8 ofTitle 8 of the NYCRR, to the extent necessary to allow
physicians licensed and in current good standing in New York State but not registered in New York State to
practice in New York State without civil or criminal penalty related to lack of registration;












