
 

 

 
 
 

Mandate Relief Council Review Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Council Member Local government/school district by resolution 
of governing body or business identifying a 

specific statute, regulation, rule or order 

Council considers public comment and reviews the mandate 
in light of cost-benefit principals and such other and further 

factors that the Council deems necessary and prudent 

Request that the Council review a mandate* 

Cannot refer to the 
Governor mandates 
that: 
 

 are federally 
required  
 

 reapportion costs 
between local 
governments/school 
districts 

 

 implement the State 
Constitution 

 

 the Council 
determines are 
necessary for the 
maintenance of the 
public health or 
safety. 

May refer a regulation 
for petition by the local 
government/school 
district for a waiver, 
modification or repeal 
pursuant to SAPA 
§204-a. 
 
The agency reviewing 
the petition shall 
provide assistance in 
preparing the petition. 
 
If the agency does not 
provide the relief 
sought, the Council 
may hear and consider 
an appeal of such 
decision and grant 
appropriate relief. 

Regulatory 

May upon a two-thirds 
vote refer a regulation 
on local government/ 
school district to the 
Governor for repeal or 
modification. 
 
Upon receipt of the 
referral, the Governor, 
within 60 days, shall 
direct the state agency 
responsible for such 
regulation to effectuate 
the repeal or 
modification of the 
regulation pursuant to 
the agency’s 
procedures. 

May upon a vote of 
seven members refer 
a statute to the 
Governor for repeal or 
modification. 
 
Upon receipt of the 
referral, the Governor, 
within 60 days, shall 
have prepared a 
Governor’s Program 
Bill for introduction in 
both houses of the 
Legislature to 
effectuate the repeal 
or modification. 

Statutory 

Council determines whether the mandate is being imposed in an “unsound, unduly burdensome or 
costly manner so as to necessitate that it be eliminated or reformed” 

* The Council is only authorized to review and direct changes to regulations, rules, or orders of state agencies 
that are under the direction or control of the Governor. It does not have the authority to review and direct 
regulatory change for independent agencies, such as the State Education Department or the Office of the 
State Comptroller. 

 

Request is shared with members of the Council and posted 
on the Council’s website for public review and comment  


