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+ 
Why Common Core (ELA)? 

Competitiveness  

Based on evidence of skills students will 

need in a knowledge economy 

 Independent reading 

Reading for information 

Critical reading skills 
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The challenge  

and the 

consequence….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accumulated Exposure to 

words 

Exposure to 

print 

Middle-income 45- million words 2,435 words/per 

hour 

Lower-income 15- million words 180 words/per 

hour 



+ 
Information Capital 

Knowledge, and developing ‘islands of 

expertise’ 

The ability to reason, problem-solve, and 

think beyond the box 

Participation in communities of practice 
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+ 

Common Core 

10 Anchor Standards in 3 sections 

(K-5; 6-12 ELA; 6-12 Literacy in 

Science/Social Studies 

  Shifts: (its all about text) 

 Shift 1:  Greater balance 

between fiction and nonfiction 

(informational) texts 

 Shift 2:  Practice with Complex 

texts and academic vocabulary 

 Shift 3:  Reading and writing 

grounded in evidence 

English Language Arts 



+ 
Shift 1:  Greater balance 

between fiction and nonfiction   

Current practice:  A focus on narrative 

(storybook reading) 

New practice:  Greater balance on 

information text 

 Intention:  Children learn knowledge 

through text; information books have 

greater density of concepts and vocabulary 



+ Shift 2:  Greater practice with 

complex texts and academic 

vocabulary 
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Current practice:  Children read on 

their ‘instructional level using ‘leveled 

text’ 

New practice:  Children need to read 

on ‘grade-level’ text 

 Intention:  children learn vocabulary and 

comprehension through more difficult 

texts 



+ 
Shift 3:   A focus on evidence 

Current practice:  Teachers prepare 

children to read; provide a purpose to 

read 

New practice:  Teachers encourage 

children to look for evidence to support 

their understanding:  how do you know? 

Where in the text does it say this? 

 Intention:  To support children’s 

independent use of the text;  
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+ Less coloring more learning 

Ice water 
 for the 

 blubber glove 
experiment 

Martha’s Class –  
Learning about blubber 



+ Academic Vocabulary 

Molly’s Class – Honey taste testing; insect puzzles 



+ Writing for informational purposes 

Molly’s Classroom – Depiction of a whale drawn by a student 
and posted in the hallway for all to enjoy  



+ New conceptions of child as 

learner 

Jen’s Classroom – 
Science posters &  
calendar with ladybug pattern 



+ 
Policy 

You may think you make policy 

 

BUT 

 

Teachers make policy 
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+ 
Professional Development 

Webinars 

Workshops 

Practice-based professional 

development (coaching) 

 Intensive, short-term, highlighting a set of 

key evidence-based routines 
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+ Disseminating professional 

development 

Intermediate or service centers 

disseminate practices key leaders 

Standardize professional development 

(everyone gets same key messages) 

Localized coaches get these messages 

directly in the classroom. 
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+ 
Curriculum 

Provide educative curriculum that helps 

teachers understand how to implement 

practices 

Provide guidance on curriculum/help 

teachers examine their strengths and 

weaknesses 
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+ 
Key issues to consider… 

Don’t back off— 

Enable teachers to be successful 

Engage parents more actively in the 

discussion 

Put monies where they matter  
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+ 
For more information… 

 

sbneuman@nyu.edu; 

sbneuman.com 
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