
 

RESOLUTION No. 2 OF BOARD OF EDUCATION OF SCARSDALE UFSD 

To Revamp Rate-Setting for Special Act School Districts 
 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Scarsdale Union Free School District that mandate relief must be addressed 

by the New York State Legislature as school districts implement the property tax levy limit. 

 

WHEREAS, New York State leads the nation in local property taxes, in large part because New York leads the 

nation in imposingunfunded state mandates upon our local municipalities and school districts; and 

 

WHEREAS, in response to New York’s property tax crisis, the Governor and members of the New York State 

Legislature enacted legislation imposing a limit on the annual growth of the local school tax levy; and 

 

WHEREAS, New York State school districts are under unprecedented funding shortfalls due to three years of 

frozen Foundation Aid, last year’s $1.2 billion aid cut, expiration of stimulus aid and revenue restrictions under the 

tax levy limit, which goes into effect for the 2012-13 school year, and 

 

WHEREAS, unfunded and underfunded state mandates continually increase the obligations and expenditures of  

local public school districts, and a property tax levy limit without significant mandate reform will inescapably lead 

to drastic cuts in essential local school district programs and services, as well as significant layoffs of school district 

employees, and in some cases outright insolvency, in New York State school districts; and  

 

WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of satisfying unfunded and underfunded mandates diverts local money from our

 school district’s top priority of student learning, 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we the members of the Board of Education of the Scarsdale Union Free 

School District join fellow school board members in Westchester and Putnam Counties in affirming the obligation 

of the Governor of the State of New York and the members of the New York State Senate and New York State 

Assembly, to reform mandates that are unsound, unduly burdensome or costly, and thereby lead to high property 

taxes in New York. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in accordance with Article 24, Executive Law §666, which establishes a  

Mandate Relief  Council, the Scarsdale Union Free School District asks, by resolution of its governing body, that the 

Mandate Relief Council review New York Education Law  – Article 89 - 4405 Computing Responsibility for 

Special Educational Services for Certain Children with handicapping conditions: 

  

1) To modify NY special act public school district rate-setting process to  

allow special act districts to bill based on current costs (similar to BOCES), and    

2) To ensure appropriate funding to serve a high-need student population.  

 

Section 200.9 defines tuition rates for approval programs educating students with disabilities ages 3-21 

years old who have been enrolled pursuant to Article 81 and 89 of the Education Law.  Tuition rate year 

means the July 1
st
 through June 30

th
 fiscal year for which a tuition rate is calculated that is two years 

subsequent to the base year, unless it is a budgeted based rate, reconciliation rate, or rate based on audit. 

 

This outdated formula should be changed so that tuition rates make sense and schools can budget in real 

time; current mechanism mean special act districts have to sort out reimbursement facts and dollars years 

later.  These formulas need to be changed without regard to total state budget dollars.  This impacts every 

school district, as we all have special needs students that benefit from these important special education 

services provided. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the New York State Mandate 

Relief Council, Governor, Senate Majority and Minority Leaders, Assembly Speaker and Minority Leader, 

and the members of the Senate and Assembly representing Westchester and Putnam Counties. 

  

  

          President, Board of Education, 

Signature_____________________________   Title____  Scarsdale UFSD________    Date_    April 16, 2012___ 


