N_GRIH' 247N SALEM
' Centril Schoeol District
Mary Rhiods
‘District Cleérk

Date: March 30, 2012

To Whom It May Concern:

|, Mary Rhuda, being duly appcmted as Clerk of the Board of Education hereby swear that the
followmg resolution with regard to the Mandate Relief:-Resolution —Triborough Doctrine is a true
and accurate statement of the Board of Education Mlnutes from March 28, 2012.

On:a motion made by Trustee D'Agostino, seconded by Trustee Giamundo and carried 7 votes to
0, the Board of Education approved the following reselution:

Be it resolved by the North Salém Central School District that mandate refief mustbe
addressed by the New York State Legislature as schobol districts implement the property tax
levy limit.

WHEREAS, New York State leads the nation in local property taxes, in large part because New
York leads the: nation in irnposing unfunded state mandates upon our local runicipalities and
school districts;-and

WHEREAS, in response fo New York's property tax crisis, the Governor and members of the New
York: State Legislature enacted legislation imposing a limit on the- annuai growth of the local schooi
tax levy; and

WHEREAS, New York State school districts are under unprecedented funding shortfalls due to
three years of frozen Foundation Aid, last year's $1.2 billion aid cut, expiration of federal stimulus
aid and revenue restnctlons under the tax levy limit, which goes into effect for the 2012-13 schiool
year, and

WHEREAS; unfunded and underfunded state mandates continually increase the obligations and
expenditures of local publicrschool districts, and a property tax levy limit without significant
mandate reform will mescapably lead to drastic cuts in essential local school district programs and
services, as well as. s:gmf icant layoffs of school district empioyees and in some cases outright
insolvengy, in New York State school districts; and

WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of satisfying unfunded and underfunded mandates diverts focal
mioney from our school district's top priority of student learning,
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOL\!ED that we the members. of the Board of Eduecation of the North
Salem Central School District join feliow school board members in Westchester and Putnam
Counties in affirming the obligation of the Governor of the State of New York and the members of
the New York State Senate and New York State Assembly, to reform mandates that are unsound,
unduly burdensome or costly, and thereby lead to high property taxes in New York; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in accordance with Ar‘ucie 24, Executive Law §666, which
establishes

a Mandate Relief Coungil, the North Salem Central School District asks, by resolution of its:
governing body, that the Mandate Relief Council review the following mandate to determine
whether the specific statute, regulation, rule or order of state government is an unfunded mandate
oris otherwise unsound, unduly burderisome or costly so as to require that it be-eliminated or
reformed: Section 209- (a)(1)(e) of the Civil Service Lawshould be, at a minimum, amended to
sliminsgte automatic salary step increases in expired collective bargafmng agreements The
mandatory salary step increases requjred by Section 209-(a)(1)(e) adds morethan 2% to our
budget each year. This State mandated increase alone puts North-Salem over the new State |
mandated tax levy cap and is thus clearly unduly burdensome, costly and unsound. Amending this.
provision of the Civil Service Law as we are suggesting wou ld presetve the orlgmai intent of the
Triborough Docirine. It would reservé basic-union rights and at the same time give s the ability
we row lack to negotiate needed changes to our-costly, outdated contracts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board directs the District Clerk to forward a copy of this
resolution to the Governor, Senate Majority and Minority Leaders, Assembly Speaker and Minority
Leader, and the members of the State Senate and Assembly representing Westchester and .
Putnam Counties.

Mary Rhuda
District Clerk
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