PROGRAM BILL # 1 5

GOVERNOR’S PROGRAM BILL
2011

MEMORANDUM

AN ACT to amend the election Iaw, in relation to the
conducting of the presidential primary.and the election
of delegates and alternate delegates to a mational party
convention or conference '

Purpose:

This bill would amend certain provisions of the Election Law to schedule the presidential
primary election for April 24, 2012, provide for the political parties’ statutory options for
the election of delegates and alternate delegates to their respective national party
conventions, and ensure the State’s compliance with the federal MOVE Act, which
‘trequires that ballots be transm1tted to overseas and military voters at least 45 days before
such election. :

Summarv of Provnsmns

Section 1 of the bill Would amend subd1v151011 1 of section 8-100 of the Election Law to
prov1de for the premdentlal primary on April 24, 2012.

Section 2 provides that the state committees of each of the political parties shall select
either section three or section four of this act to elect presidential delegates for
nomination of the parties’ respective presidential canchdates '

Sections 3 and 4 would amend the Election Law by addmg new sectzons 2-122-a and 2-
122-b, respectively, that would provide for two different nomination processes involving
- the election of delegates and alternate delegates and the rules attendant to such election.

Section 5 would amend section 6-158 of the Election Law to add a new subdivision 1-a-to
~ provide that designating petitions filed for a presidential primary election shall be filed
between the twelfth Monday and eleventh Thursday before such election. '

Section 6 would amend section 4-110 of the Election Law to provide that the state board
~of elections shall certify the candidates for a premdentlal primary election at least 54 days
before such an election. :

Section 7 would ameénd section 4-114 of the Elecfioh Law to provide that county boards
‘of elections shall determine the candidates for a pre&den‘ual prlmary election at least 53
days before such election. - :

. Section 8 would amend subdivision 1 of section 10-108 of the Election Law to provide
that ballots for military voters shall be transmitted to such voters at least 45 days before a -
presnientlal przmary election. . -

[y




Section 9 would amend subdivision 4 of section 11-204 of the Election Law to provide -
that special federal ballots shall be transmitted to overseas voters at least 45 days before-a
presidential prlmary election.

Section 10 is thc separability clause.

Section 11 prdvides for the effective date.

Statement in Support:

This bill establishes the process by which the Democratic Party and the Republican Paity
in New York State shall conduct their respective presidential primary elections in 2012.

It further amends the law to ensure that New York State complies with the federal MOVE
Act by requiring that ballots be transmitted to military and overseas Voters at least 45

" days before such an election. -

Budget Implications:
This legislation is not expected to have any impact on the budget.

Effective Date:

This act shall take effect immediately, and shall expiré on December 31,2012.
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