
Talking Points for Governor’s Education Reform Commission 

This Commission has asked for feedback on Teacher and Principal Quality and District Leadership. As the 

current President of the Monroe Country School Superintendent’s Group I would like to share our 

collective thoughts.  It is our understanding that the primary goal of Education Law Section 3012-c is to 

improve the overall quality of teachers and administrators through an extensive APPR process. 

Implementation of these new evaluation requirements is underway in its early days.  During this time  

Monroe County School Superintendents have seen some highly unusual aberrations in the state testing 

results that do not fairly represent the quality of specific teachers or their building principals.  We 

believe that the formula used to determine the HEDI scores should be revisited to eliminate these large 

swings in scores that do not take into account achievement levels of students, are not reliable and are 

not explainable to the public.  Given these problems we ask that Governor Cuomo continues to support 

the position that HEDI scores are not released to the public. 

This Commission also requested feedback on Student Achievement and Family Engagement.  It is well 

documented that early childhood education is key to student achievement overall and the foundation 

for students to be college and career ready.  Full day Kindergarten and Pre-K opportunities are two 

programs that provide essential literacy instruction and introductions to the Common Core Curriculum 

for students across NYS.   Insufficient funding for these programs limits opportunities for all students to 

have access to Pre-K and full day Kindergarten.  Our Superintendent group asks that the state uncap 

enrollment aid in the year that full day Kindergarten is implemented in order to provide revenue needed 

to initiate and sustain full day Kindergarten programs in all schools.  We also believe that Pre-K funding 

should be able to be used for “at risk” students rather than having pre-K populations determined based 

on a lottery. 

In an effort to save the future of public special education for preschoolers with disabilities in New York 

State the rate setting methodology must be revamped.  Namely, we are recommending that the growth 

factor be reinstated into the formula (minimally to keep pace with inflation), that providers receive their 

rate prior to the start of the school year, that the reconciliation process be eliminated, and that the 

formula allow for enrollment fluctuations. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on these important educational issues. 

 


